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Description 

The Maryland & Pennsylvania Railroad Bridge Abutments are stone abutments along the banks of Deer Creek within Rocks State 
Park in Harford County, Maryland. The east bridge abutment is ashlar and built up and stands approximately 20 feet above the 
stream bed. The west abutment is a stone retaining wall built into the river bank above Deer Creek and below MD 24 (Rocks 
Road). Some stones have become loose from the bank and fallen into Deer Creek. No other features of the bridge are extant. The 
rails of the railroad have been removed, and vegetation has overtaken the right-of-way. 

Historic Context 

The Maryland Central Railway, chartered in 1867, began laying tracks to connect Baltimore to the Pennsylvania town of Delta in 
1881. In December 1883, the Maryland Central Railway completed the difficult gap between Bel Air, Maryland, and Delta, 
Pennsylvania, with the last rails being laid near Rocks, where the railway had to cover a steep grade. The last section was also 
scenic, and with the completion of the railway, the Rocks of Deer Creek became a possible day-trip excursion destination for 
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Baltimoreans and farmers who lived along the path of the Maryland Central Railway. The Maryland Central Railway operated two 
trains daily between Baltimore and Delta, beginning on January 21, 1884. In the last years of the nineteenth century, this railroad 
was known as the Baltimore and Lehigh Railway. The Maryland & Pennsylvania Railroad formed in 1901, merging the Baltimore 
& Lehigh Railway and York Southern Railroad. The trains of the Maryland and Pennsylvania Railroad, affectionately known as 
the Ma & Pa, connected Baltimore and York and transported mail, slate, marble, coal, manufactured goods, and agricultural 
products. The circuitous route was more than 75 miles long, although the two cities were just 45 miles apart. While the train was 
faster than the horse transportation that preceded it, it was soon out-paced by the automobile and became obsolete. Passenger 
service continued until 1954, and freight service continued until 1958. By this time, the area surrounding the abutments had 
become Rocks State Park. The rails were removed soon after service ended. 

Significance Evaluation 

The Maryland & Pennsylvania Railroad has been determined eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) 
in Pennsylvania. However, it is beyond the scope of this assessment of the abutments to makes a determination of eligibility for 
the railroad within Maryland. Therefore, this assessment will evaluate the abutments only. 

The abutments are not eligible under Criterion A, as the abutments do not convey the potential significance that the railroad may 
have. The Maryland & Pennsylvania Railroad was more than 75 miles long, connecting Baltimore and York through a circuitous 
route. Although the Maryland & Pennsylvania Railroad played a role in connecting the two states, as well as many small and 
larger towns within each state, the abutments as a sole entity are not a critical component of this potential significance. The 
Maryland & Pennsylvania Railroad Bridge Abutments do not represent the character-defining features of the Maryland & 
Pennsylvania Railroad. In Maryland, other abutments exist at York Road in Towson (MIHP # BA-1542), in Pylesville (MIHP# 
HA-1891), and at least one station remains in Baltimore City on Lake Avenue. 

The Maryland & Pennsylvania Railroad Bridge Abutments are not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, as historic research 
indicates that the resource has no known direct association with past or present significant persons who have made specific 
contributions to society within a regional or national context. Those persons who may be significant for their role in developing 
the railroad are not best represented by the abutments. 

The Maryland & Pennsylvania Railroad Bridge Abutments are not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C because they do not 
embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or the work of a master. A History of the 
Maryland & Pennsylvania Railroad contains an image of the bridge as it functioned as a railroad crossing. It appears to be a Pratt 
truss. According to A Context for Common Historic Bridge Types, character-defining features of Pratt truss bridges include the 
truss form, method of connection, top and bottom chords, vertical and diagonal members, floor beams, and stringers. None of 
these features are extant at this site. If the abutments retained the character-defining features of a Pratt truss bridge, the resource 
might be eligible as a bridge. 

The Maryland & Pennsylvania Railroad Bridge Abutments were not evaluated for NRHP eligibility for listing under Criterion D as 
part of this assessment. 

Endnotes 
1. George Hilton, The MA & PA: A History of the Maryland & Pennsylvania Railroad (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University 
Press, 1999), 23. 
2. Ibid. 
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Ashlar abutments presumably for an iron tressle which once 
carried the railroad across Deer Creek at Rocks, Maryland. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Maryland and Pennsylvania Railroad once traversed the 
land which now constitutes Rocks State Park, This abutment 
is a rare physical remnant of that once important transportation 
system. Virtually all that is left of the old right-of-way 
is the graded mound and a few scattered ties. 

Recommendations: 

The minimal maintenance required for the continued stable 
existence of the abutment should be ensured. If the DNR 
should undertake an archaeological survey in this region, 
the MD and PA right of way should be carefully investigated, 
along with the portions located in the Gunpowder State Park, 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
19 74 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 
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Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
























